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1.1 How far apart are two quantum states?

(a) With pa = tr(ρEa) and p̃a = tr(ρ̃Ea),

d(p, p̃) =
1

2

N∑

a=1

|pa − p̃a| =
1

2

N∑

a=1

|tr[(ρ− ρ̃)Ea]|.

ρ − ρ̃ = (ρ − ρ̃)† is Hermitian, so it has a spectral decomposition (or
diagonal representation):

ρ− ρ̃ =
N∑

i=1

λi|i〉〈i|, λi ∈
�
,

where {|i〉} are the eigenvectors and they form an orthonormal (ON) basis
for the Hilbert space. Then,

d(p, p̃) =
1

2

N∑

a=1

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣
tr

(
N∑

i=1

λi|i〉〈i|Ea

)∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

=
1

2

N∑

a=1

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

N∑

i=1

λi〈i|Ea|i〉
∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

≤ 1

2

N∑

i=1

|λi|
N∑

a=1

|〈i|Ea|i〉|.

Now, 〈i|Ea|i〉 = tr (|i〉〈i|Ea) = Prob.(outcome a given state |i〉〈i|) ≥ 0, so
|〈i|Ea|i〉| = 〈i|Ea|i〉 and we have,

d(p, p̃) ≤ 1

2

N∑

i=1

|λi|〈i|
(

N∑

a=1

Ea

)

︸ ︷︷ ︸

=I by eq. (1)

|i〉 =
1

2

N∑

i=1

|λi|.

(b) Define Ei := |i〉〈i| where {|i〉}N
i=1 is the ON basis in which ρ − ρ̃ is diag-

onal. Notice that {Ei}N
i=1 is complete (

∑N
i=1Ei = I), one-dimensional,
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orthogonal (EiEj = δijEi), and saturates bound (3):

d(p, p̃) =
1

2

N∑

i=1

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

N∑

j=1

λj〈j|Ei|j〉

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

=
1

2

N∑

i=1

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

N∑

j=1

λjδij

∣
∣
∣
∣
∣
∣

=
1

2

N∑

i=1

|λi|.

Therefore, {Ei = |i〉〈i|}N
i=1 works.

(c) Using the given definition of the trace norm, we can compute

‖ρ− ρ̃‖tr = tr
{[

(ρ− ρ̃)2
]1/2

}

= tr

(
N∑

i=1

|λi| |i〉〈i|
)

=

N∑

i=1

|λi| = 2d(ρ, ρ̃).

Therefore,

d(ρ, ρ̃) =
1

2
‖ρ− ρ̃‖tr .

(d) To compute d(ρ, ρ̃), we need the eigenvalues of the Hermitian operator
ρ− ρ̃:

ρ− ρ̃ = |ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃| =

(
cos θ 0

0 − cos θ

)

.

ρ − ρ̃ is already diagonal in this basis, so we can read off the eigenvalues
as ± cos θ. Therefore,

d(ρ, ρ̃) =
1

2
( | cos θ| + | − cos θ| ) = | cos θ|.

(e) The Hilbert space norm of |ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉 is given by

‖|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉‖2 =
(

〈ψ| − 〈ψ̃|
)(

|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉
)

= 〈ψ|ψ〉 −
(

〈ψ|ψ̃〉 + 〈ψ̃|ψ〉
)

+ 〈ψ̃|ψ̃〉

= 2(1 − sin θ).

Compare this with the result for d
(

|ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃|
)

from part (c):

[

d
(

|ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃|
)]2

= cos2 θ

= 1 − sin2 θ

= (1 + sin θ)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

≤2

(1 − sin θ)

≤ 2(1 − sin θ) = ‖|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉‖2

⇒ d
(

|ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃|
)

≤ ‖|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉‖
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(f) Consider the states |ψ〉 and |ψ̃〉 with θ = 3π
2 . It is easy to see that

|ψ̃〉 = −|ψ〉, with 〈ψ|ψ〉 = 1, normalized. Now, recall that physical states
are really rays, i.e. they are equivalence classes of state vectors differing
by an overall phase. So, |ψ〉 and |ψ̃〉 should represent the same physical
state, and hence should be indistinguishable from each other. However, if
you compute the norm ‖|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉‖, you will find:

‖|ψ〉 − |ψ̃〉‖ = ‖|ψ〉 + |ψ〉‖ = 2‖|ψ〉‖ = 2,

which is the maximum attainable value for normalized states. If ‖|ψ〉−|ψ̃〉‖
is a good measure of distinguishability, this would say that |ψ〉 and |ψ̃〉
are maximally distinguishable! In actual fact, if you instead compute the
Kolmogorov distance, which is a good measure of distinguishability, you
will find

d
(

|ψ〉〈ψ|, |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃|
)

=
1

2

∥
∥
∥|ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ̃〉〈ψ̃|

∥
∥
∥

tr
=

1

2
‖|ψ〉〈ψ| − |ψ〉〈ψ|‖tr = 0,

which indeed tells us that |ψ〉 and |ψ̃〉 are indistinguishable.

1.2 The power of noncontextuality

Quantum mechanics tells us that, if we have commuting operators, we
can simultaneously measure them. In fact, we can simultaneously mea-
sure any function of the commuting operators, for example, the product
of all of them. It is hence reasonable to expect that, if we have a deter-
ministic assignment of measurement results of commuting operators (eg.
a particular row or column of the nine two-qubit observables), the product
of these measurement results will be equal to the result of measuring the
product of the operators. However, in this question, we will show that this
is incompatible with the noncontextual nature of quantum mechanics.

(a) Using the facts I2 = X2 = Y 2 = Z2 = I , XY Z = (iZ)Z = iI and Y XZ =
(−iZ)Z = −iI , we can easily compute the products of the individual rows
and columns:

Observables Products of rows
X ⊗ I I ⊗X X ⊗X I ⊗ I
I ⊗ Y Y ⊗ I Y ⊗ Y I ⊗ I
X ⊗ Y Y ⊗X Z ⊗ Z XY Z ⊗ Y XZ = I ⊗ I

Products of I ⊗ I I ⊗ I XY Z ⊗XY Z
columns = −I ⊗ I

Notice that, apart from the last column, all the products are I ⊗ I , which
only has +1 as its eigenvalue, and hence corresponds to an even number of
-1’s in the corresponding row or column. The product of the last column
is −I ⊗ I which only has -1 as its eigenvalue and hence corresponds to an
odd number of -1’s in the last column.
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(b) Suppose there is a deterministic assignment αij = +1 or −1:

α11 = 〈X ⊗ I〉 α12 = 〈I ⊗X〉 α13 = 〈X ⊗X〉
α21 = 〈I ⊗ Y 〉 α22 = 〈Y ⊗ I〉 α23 = 〈Y ⊗ Y 〉
α31 = 〈X ⊗ Y 〉 α32 = 〈Y ⊗X〉 α33 = 〈Z ⊗ Z〉,

For this assignment to also be noncontextual, each value of αij must si-
multaneously satisfy the constraints from part (a) from both the row and
the column it is in, so that it does not matter whether if we choose to
complete the set of orthogonal projectors with observables from the row
or from the column. This means that the set {αij} must satisfy:

rows: α11α12α13 = 1 (S1)

α21α22α23 = 1 (S2)

α31α32α33 = 1 (S3)

columns: α11α21α31 = 1 (S4)

α12α22α32 = 1 (S5)

α13α23α33 = −1 (S6)

Notice that

(S1) × (S2) × (S3) : α11α12α13α21α22α23α31α32α33 = +1,

(S4) × (S5) × (S6) : α11α21α31α12α22α32α13α23α33 = −1,

which are two inconsistent equations, since the LHS’s of both equations
are identical, but the RHS’s are not. Therefore, there cannot exist a
deterministic assignment that is also noncontextual.

1.3 Schmidt-decomposable states.

(a) Given the state |ψ〉AB , we can write it in Schmidt form in some ON bases,
{|µ〉A}N

µ=1 and {|µ〉B}N
µ=1 respectively for HA and HB :

|ψ〉AB =

N∑

µ=1

√

λµ |µ〉A ⊗ |µ〉B (S7)

where λµ ≥ 0 ∀µ. Consider the following operators:

UA :=

N∑

i,µ=1

δiµ|i〉A〈µ| operator on HA,

UB :=

N∑

i,µ=1

δiµ|i〉B〈µ| operator on HB .
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These operators can be viewed as change of basis transformations {|µ〉} −→
{|i〉} and are thus unitaries. We can check this explicitly:

U †
AUA =

N∑

iµjν=1

(δjν |ν〉A〈j|) (δiµ|i〉A〈µ|)

=

N∑

iµjν=1

δiµδjνδij |ν〉A〈µ|

=

N∑

µ=1

|µ〉A〈µ| = IA,

similarly for UB . Now, apply the local unitaries UA and UB to the state
|ψ〉AB :

UA ⊗ UB|ψ〉AB =
N∑

i,µj,ν=1

δiµδjν |i〉A〈µ| ⊗ |j〉B〈ν|
(

N∑

η=1

√

λη|η〉A ⊗ |η〉B
)

=
∑

iµjνη

δiµδjνδµηδνη

√

λη |i〉A ⊗ |j〉B

=

N∑

i=1

√

λi|i〉A ⊗ |i〉A

=: |ψ′〉AB (desired form in eq. (10)).

(b) From part (a), we see that we can transform from the given state |ψ〉AB

to any other pure state on the bipartite Hilbert space with the same

Schmidt coefficients as |ψ〉AB , using only local unitaries. In other words,
any bipartite pure state with the same Schmidt coefficients as |ψ〉AB is in
its orbit under the action of local unitaries. We want to make sure that
this result makes sense in terms of parameter counting, i.e. UA⊗UB |ψ〉AB

should have the right number of parameters required to specify any vector
(pure state) in the Hilbert space with the same Schmidt coefficients as
|ψ〉AB .

To do this, let us first figure out how many parameters are needed to
specify a unitary matrix. Any N ×N unitary matrix U can be written as

U = eiQ :=

∞∑

n=0

(iQ)n

n!
,

where Q is a self-adjoint matrix. This means that we only need to specify
a self-adjoint Q to specify U . So, how many real parameters are needed
to specify Q? Since Q is self-adjoint, its diagonal entries are real, and
there are N of them. Off-diagonal entries are specified by N(N − 1)/2
complex parameters, i.e. N(N − 1) real parameters. So, altogether, we
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need N+N(N−1) = N2 real parameters to specify Q and hence U . From
this, we see that UA ⊗ UB is parameterized by 2N2 real numbers.

However, this does not mean that |ψ〉AB has an orbit dimension 2N2,
because there may be many different UA ⊗UB’s that act in the same way
on a given |ψ〉AB . Suppose we have two such local unitaries. How are
they related to each other? Consider

U ′
A ⊗ U ′

B |ψ〉AB = UA ⊗ UB |ψ〉AB ,

then, multiplying (UA ⊗ UB)−1 = U †
A ⊗ U †

B on both sides,

(U †
A ⊗ U †

B)(U ′
A ⊗ U ′

B)|ψ〉AB = |ψ〉AB .

We see that (U †
A ⊗ U †

B)(U ′
A ⊗U ′

B) = U †
AU

′
A ⊗U †

BU
′
B acts trivially (i.e. as

the identity) on |ψ〉AB . We call such an operator a stabilizer of |ψ〉AB , and
such operators form a subgroup of the group of local unitaries, called the
stabilizer group of |ψ〉AB . Two local unitaries differing (on the right) only
by an element in the stabilizer group will act in the same way on |ψ〉AB , so
we need to ”mod out” this degeneracy. In group-theoretic terms, the sta-
bilizer group partitions the group of local unitaries into equivalence classes
according to the action on |ψ〉AB . So, to determine the orbit dimension
of |ψ〉AB under local unitaries, we need to first determine the dimension
of its stabilizer group.

To do this, let us look at local unitaries differing infinitesimally from the
identity:

U = eiεQ

where ε is an infinitesimal (real) parameter, and Q is self-adjoint as before.
Operators of this form are the generators of the unitary group, and finite
unitaries can be obtained from these by exponentiation. We can Taylor
expand U , keeping terms up to linear order in ε:

U = I + iεQ.

Writing UA ⊗ UB in this form:

UA ⊗ UB = (IA + iεAQA) ⊗ (IB + iεBQB)

= IA ⊗ IB + i(εAQA ⊗ IB + εBIA ⊗QB). (S8)

Now, UA ⊗UB is in the stabilizer group of |ψ〉AB iff (εAQA ⊗ IB + εBIA ⊗
QB) annihilates |ψ〉AB , so that we are just left with IA ⊗ IB in eq. (S8).
Therefore, we need εAQA and εBQB to satisfy (using the Schmidt form of
|ψ〉AB from eq. (S7)):

(εAQA ⊗ IB + εBIA ⊗QB)|ψ〉AB = 0

⇒
N∑

µ=1

√

λµ (εAQA|µ〉A ⊗ |µ〉B + εB |µ〉A ⊗QB |µ〉B) = 0. (S9)
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Taking inner product of this equation with A〈ν| ⊗ B〈τ |:

0 =

N∑

µ=1

√

λµ (A〈ν|εAQA|µ〉Aδµτ + B〈τ |εBQB|µ〉Bδµν)

=
√

λτ εA〈ν|QA|τ〉 +
√

λν εB〈τ |QB |ν〉

⇒
√

λτ εA〈ν|QA|τ〉 = −
√

λν εB〈τ |QB |ν〉. (S10)

For a generic vector in Schmidt form, λν 6= λτ for ν 6= τ . This implies

〈ν|QA|τ〉 = 0 = 〈τ |QB |ν〉 for ν 6= τ,

which tells us that QA and QB are diagonal matrices. Furthermore, eq.
(S10) imposes a relation between QA and QB :

〈ν|εAQA|ν〉 = −〈ν|εBQB |ν〉 ∀ν
⇒ εAQA = −εBQB . (S11)

Since there are exactly N linearly independent diagonal self-adjoint ma-
trices, there are exactly N linearly independent solutions to eq. (S11).
This means that the stabilizer group of |ψ〉AB has dimension N .

Finally, we can put all these together and figure out the orbit dimension
of |ψ〉AB . We know we need 2N2 real parameters to specify UA ⊗ UB ,
but we need to subtract away the dimension of the stabilizer group, which
leaves us with 2N2 −N real parameters.

How does this compare with the number of parameters needed to specify
a vector with the same Schmidt coefficients as |ψ〉AB? HAB := HA ⊗HB

has complex dimension N2, so any vector |ϕ〉 ∈ H is specified by 2N 2 real

parameters. However, for a vector with the same Schmidt coefficients as
|ψ〉AB , we only have the freedom to specify its Schmidt basis, but not its
Schmidt coefficients (these are real and there are N of them), so it can be
described by 2N2 −N real parameters. This is exactly the same number
we got above.

(c) Let us denote a generic tripartite Schmidt-decomposable vector by

|ψ〉ABC =
N∑

i=1

√

λi|i〉A ⊗ |i〉B ⊗ |i〉C .

We follow the same method as in part (b). Any tripartite local unitaries
UA ⊗ UB ⊗ UC can be specified by 3N2 real parameters. To find the
dimension of the stabilizer group, we again look at infinitesimal unitaries:

UA ⊗ UB ⊗ UC = IA ⊗ IB ⊗ IC + i (εAQA ⊗ IB ⊗ IC

+ εBIA ⊗QB ⊗ IC + εCIC ⊗ IB ⊗QC) .
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UA ⊗ UB ⊗ UC is in the stabilizer iff

(εAQA ⊗ IB ⊗ IC + εBIA ⊗QB ⊗ IC + εCIC ⊗ IB ⊗QC)|ψ〉ABC = 0

⇒
N∑

i=1

√

λi (εAQA|i〉A ⊗ |i〉B ⊗ |i〉C + εB |i〉A ⊗QB |i〉B ⊗ |i〉C

+εC |i〉A ⊗ |i〉B ⊗QC |i〉C) = 0.

Taking inner product with A〈j| ⊗ B〈k| ⊗ C〈l|, we have:

√

λkδkl〈j|εAQA|k〉 +
√

λlδjl〈k|εBQB |l〉 +
√

λjδjk〈l|εCQC |j〉 = 0. (S12)

If j 6= k, eq. (S12) becomes

√

λkδkl〈j|εAQA|k〉 +
√

λlδjl〈k|εBQB |l〉 = 0.

Furthermore, if k = l (this means j 6= l since j 6= k), we have

√

λk〈j|εAQA|k〉 = 0 ∀j 6= k

which tells us that QA is diagonal. A similar argument shows that QB and
QC are also diagonal. So, QA, QB and QC are all diagonal, self-adjoint
matrices, each of which can be described by N real parameters, so we
need 3N real parameters altogether. However, they must also satisfy eq.
(S12), which represents N constraints, leaving us with 3N −N = 2N as
the dimension of the stabilizer group of |ψ〉ABC .

This immediately tells us that the orbit of |ψ〉ABC under local unitaries
is described by 3N2 − 2N real parameters. For qubits, N = 2, so the
dimension of the orbit is 3(22) − 2(2) = 8.

(d) A tripartite Schmidt vector written in the form of eq. (12) has N (real)
Schmidt coefficients, and from part (c), any vector in its orbit is further
specified by 3N2−2N real parameters. This means that the (real) dimen-
sion of the space of Schmidt-decomposable vectors is 3N 2 − 2N + N =
3N2−N . For qubits (N = 2), this is equal to 10 real dimensions. However,
the real dimension of the three-qubit Hilbert space HA⊗HB ⊗HC = � 8 is
2N3 = 16, so the codimension of the space of Schmidt-decomposable states
is 16 − 10 = 6. This means that, given a generic Schmidt-decomposable
three-qubit state, there is a 6-dimensional space of states that we can
never reach by local unitaries!

1.4 Completeness of subsystem correlations

(a) From Problem 1.3(b), we know that the space of self-adjoint matrices
acting on a Hilbert space of dimension N is N 2-dimensional. Therefore,
since {Ma}N2

a=1 is a set of N2 linearly independent self-adjoint operators,
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it forms a basis for self-adjoint operators on H. In particular, for any
|ϕ〉 ∈ H, we can expand |ϕ〉〈ϕ| in terms of {Ma} as

|ϕ〉〈ϕ| =

N2

∑

a=1

λaMa, λa ∈ �
.

Then,

〈ϕ|ρ|ϕ〉 = tr (ρ|ϕ〉〈ϕ|) = tr



ρ

N2

∑

a=1

λaMa



 =

N2

∑

a=1

λatr(ρMa).

Since tr(ρMa) is know ∀a, we can compute 〈ϕ|ρ|ϕ〉 using the above for-
mula, for any |ϕ〉 ∈ H.

(b) There are a few ways to do this problem. I will give two different ap-
proaches and you can decide which you understand better. The first ap-
proach is very simple if you know a bit about bases of self-adjoint matrices.
The second one is more computational.

Method 1:
Let me motivate this approach by first looking at the qubit case. From
lecture, we know that any qubit state can be written as:

ρ =
1

2

(

I + ~P · ~σ
)

where ~P := (Px, Py, Pz) is the (real) Bloch vector, and ~σ := (σx, σy, σz)
are the Pauli matrices. Recall that the Pauli matrices satisfy:

tr(σ†
i I) = tr(σi) = 0

and tr(σ†
i σj) = 2δij ∀i, j = x, y, z.

Using these two properties, we see that

Pi = tr(σ†
i ρ), i = x, y, z. (S13)

Furthermore, we know that we can write the Pauli matrices in terms of
their eigenvectors (spectral decomposition):

σx = |+〉〈+| − |−〉〈−|
σy = |L〉〈L| − |R〉〈R|
σz = |0〉〈0| − |1〉〈1|

where {|0〉, |1〉} is the standard qubit basis, |±〉 := (|0〉 ± |1〉)/
√

2 and
|L,R〉 := (|0〉 ± i|1〉)/

√
2. Then, eq. (S13) can then be re-written as:

Px = tr(σ†
xρ) = 〈+|ρ|+〉 − 〈−|ρ|−〉

Py = tr(σ†
yρ) = 〈L|ρ|L〉 − 〈R|ρ|R〉

Pz = tr(σ†
zρ) = 〈0|ρ|0〉 − 〈1|ρ|1〉.
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Notice that the RHS’s of all three equations are in terms of diagonal matrix
elements of ρ which we know.

We can do something similar for the general N -dimensional case, using
the basis {Ma}N2

a=1 for self-adjoint operators from part (a) in place of
{I, σx, σy, σz} for qubits. In addition, we can choose to use a basis that is
orthonormal in the following sense:

tr(M †
aMb) = δabC (S14)

for some overall normalization constant C. Since any state ρ is self-adjoint,
we can expand it in this basis:

ρ =

N2

∑

a=1

αaMa, αa ∈ �
.

Using the orthonormality condtion (S14), we see that

αa = tr(M †
aρ), ∀a ∈ {1, . . . , N2}. (S15)

Since Ma is self-adjoint, it is diagonalizable and has spectral decomposi-
tion:

Ma =

N∑

i=1

mai|ia〉〈ia|

where {|ia〉}N
i=1 is an ON basis for H. Using this in eq. (S15), we can

write:

αa =
N∑

i=1

mai〈ia|ρ|ia〉.

The RHS is completely in terms of diagonal matrix elements of ρ which
we know, and hence we know ρ.

Method 2: (Solution by Andrew Landahl (1998))
To know ρ, we must not only know its diagonal elements in some basis
{|j〉}, we also need to know the real and imaginary components of its off-
diagonal matrix elements in the same basis. Fortunately, we can find these
off-diagonal elements in terms of diagonal ones. For any j, k, consider the
states:

|ψjk〉 :=
1√
2

(|j〉 + |k〉) ,

|τjk〉 :=
1√
2

(|j〉 + i|k〉) .
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Looking at 〈ψjk |ρ|ψjk〉, we find that we can express it as

〈ψjk |ρ|ψjk〉 =
1

2
(〈j| + 〈k|) ρ (|j〉 + |k〉)

=
1

2
[〈j|ρ|j〉 + 〈k|ρ|k〉 + (〈j|ρ|k〉 + 〈k|ρ|j〉)]

=
1

2
[〈j|ρ|j〉 + 〈k|ρ|k〉 + (〈j|ρ|k〉 + 〈j|ρ|k〉∗)]

=
1

2
(〈j|ρ|j〉 + 〈k|ρ|k〉) + Re{〈j|ρ|k〉}.

Similarly, we can write 〈τjk |ρ|τjk〉 as:

〈τjk |ρ|τjk〉 =
1

2
(〈j|ρ|j〉 + 〈k|ρ|k〉) − Im{〈j|ρ|k〉}.

These relations allow us to express the off-diagonal elements of ρ as:

〈j|ρ|k〉 = Re{〈j|ρ|k〉} + iIm{〈j|ρ|k〉}

= 〈ψjk |ρ|ψjk〉 − i〈τjk |ρ|τjk〉 −
1

2
(1 − i) (〈j|ρ|j〉 + 〈k|ρ|k〉) .

The RHS consists only of known quantities of the form 〈ϕ|ρ|ϕ〉.

(c) We can do this problem by dimension counting. From the analysis in
Problem 1.3(b), we know that an N×N self-adjoint matrix is specified by
N2 real parameters, so there are exactly N 2 linearly independent elements
in a basis for self-adjoint matrices. Let the dimensions of HA and HB be
dA and dB respectively, so that dim(HA ⊗ HB) = dAdB . Then, self-
adjoint operators on HA ⊗ HB are dAdB × dAdB matrices, and hence,
a basis for them will have d2

Ad
2
B elements. By the same logic, {Ma}

has d2
A elements, and {Nb} has d2

B elements, so there are d2
Ad

2
B linearly

independent elements in {Ma ⊗Nb}, which is exactly the right number of
elements in a basis for self-adjoint operators on HA ⊗HB . Orthogonality
of {Ma ⊗Nb} follows directly from orthogonality of {Ma} and {Nb}.

(d) Claim: If {M i
a} is a basis for self-adjoint operators on Hi, then {⊗n

i=1M
i
a}

is a basis for self-adjoint operators on {⊗n
i=1Hi}.

Proof: We prove this by induction, with part (c) as the base case for
n = 2. Suppose the claim is true for some n = k. Let dk be the dimension
of {⊗k

i=1 Hi}, and let p be the dimension of Hk+1. The basis of self-

adjoint operators on {⊗k
i=1Hi} is {⊗k

i=1 M
i
a}, and it has d2

k elements,
whereas the basis for Hk+1 is {Mk+1

a }, with p2 elements. The combined

Hilbert space {⊗k+1
i=1 Hi} has dimension dkp, so its self-adjoint basis has

d2
kp

2 elements. On the other hand, there are d2
kp

2 orthogonal elements in

{
(
⊗k

i=1M
i
a

)
⊗
Mk+1

b } = {⊗k+1
i=1 M

i
a}, which is exactly the right number

for a basis of self-adjoint operators on {⊗k+1
i=1 Hi}.
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(e) For a real Hilbert space, the observables will have a spectral decomposi-
tion that contains only real coefficients, and are hence described by real,
symmetric matrices instead of self-adjoint ones. A real, symmetric matrix
MT = M on an N -dimensional real Hilbert space H has N diagonal en-
tries, and N(N−1)/2 real off-diagonal entries. This means that a basis for
real, symmetric matrices consists ofN+N(N−1)/2 = N(N+1)/2 linearly
independent elements. For H⊗H, the basis for real symmetric matrices is
(N2)(N2+1)/2 = [N(N+1)/2]2+[N(N−1)/2]2 > [N(N+1)/2]2, strictly
greater than the number of elements in {Ma ⊗Mb}, so (c) is no longer
true. Therefore, having full information about the expectation values of
observables of the form {Ma ⊗Mb} is no longer equivalent to having full
information about the state ρAB , i.e. subsystem correlations are no longer
complete. What they miss are correlations coming from global observables
of the form Aa ⊗Ab, where Aa and Ab are anti-symmetric operators (and
hence unobservable locally). Notice that such an operator is symmetric
on the combined space, and is hence a valid global observable.
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